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anonymous resol ution was circulated that criticized your
presidency, the administration, and the Board of Trustees. Among
other things, the resolution criticized “the present atmosphere of
contention and distrust of the Faculty and Staff ... with regard to
The Shaw University Board of Trustees, the Academic
Administration and the sitting President.” The resolution also
called for you to step down as president on December 31, 2002, as
you had indicated you would. We note that you have decided not to
step down.

On November 12, 2002, Gale Isaacs, a professor at the University
since 1986, admitted to being one of the authors of the resolution.
She wasimmediately stripped of her appointments and, on
November 18, she received aletter from you

terminating her position as of November 16. The termination letter
stated that her co-authorship of the resolution “demonstrated
faithlessness in and disloyalty to the University and exhibited an
unwillingness to work for the common good of the University.”
She was escorted from her office by campus security by the end of
the day on November 18.

While a private university, Shaw University promises “ Academic
Freedom” (* Shaw University endorses the concept of academic
freedom. Faculty members are given full freedom in teaching their
subject matter and presenting their views in the classroom, and they
are free from institutional censorship or discipline when speaking

to tedom.. stripped05 ,* (are fresens’),iven thetlbeing llest extentm in
faithlllese.

called fse.gnesved ogn223 || Unirsity, Shawcare fr Coryrthingssity, Sh
pr /Article <<f atlD 1Att th T*[/Bottom ]/BBox [.725 (71.922431 |/Ty


http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?framed=no&page=shadow_contents.html
http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?framed=no&page=shadow_contents.html
http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?type=remote&page=www.reason.com/0003/fe.ak.thought.html
http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?type=remote&page=www.reason.com/0003/fe.ak.thought.html
http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?type=remote&page=www.reason.com/0003/fe.ak.thought.html
http://www.thefire.org/issues/990126wiscmemo.html
http://www.thefire.org/issues/990126wiscmemo.html
http://www.thefire.org/issues/990126wiscmemo.html
http://www.thefire.org/issues/990126wiscmemo.html
http://www.thefire.org/issues/990126wiscmemo.html
mailto:fire@thefire.org
http://www.thefire.org/support.php
http://www.thefire.org/privacy.php

Foundation for Individual Rightsin Education: Press Release

statement in the December 12, 2002 Raleigh News and Observer
article, “Shaw Professor Fired over Letter,” was an attempt to
clarify this discrepancy. Y ou stated: “Freedom of speech doesn't
mean you can say everything.” This quote shows a deep
misunderstanding of the concept of free speech. Y our statement
might be relevant if 1saacs s speech were anywhere near the line of
protected speech (if it incited someone to imminent lawless action,
for example). However, | saacs' s speech was nowhere remotely
close to thisline. While some things may be unclear about the outer
parameters of free speech, it is uncontested that, at its core, free
speech exists to allow people to air grievances on matters of public
concern and to question the legitimacy and decisions of those in
power. |saacs s resolution is the very essence of the heart of free
speech. To fire her for thisis to demonstrate grave hostility to
freedom itself.

You are also quoted in this article as saying that |saacs should
“stand up and talk, rather than writing anonymous, careless and
destructive letters. | don't think we ought to throw stones and hide
our hands.” Thisimpliesthat the “resolution” was not only
dangerous and somehow irresponsible (despite the fact it
demonstrated |egitimate concern for the welfare of the University),
but also was punishable because it was anonymous. Theright to
anonymous speech is clear in constitutional law, and is therefore
likely implied when a private institution promises free speech.
Furthermore, despite any arguments one may come up with against
It, in Situations where citizens must fear malicious retaliation for
speaking their minds, the right to criticize anonymously becomes
essential as aweapon against tyranny. By immediately terminating
Professor |saacs, you have proven to your entire faculty that, if they
areto survive at your institution, they either must never criticize
you or the administration, or—when they do—they must do so
anonymousdly. It appears that Isaacs' s only error was in admitting
that she had co-authored the resol ution.

FIRE urgently requests that Shaw University immediately reinstate
Professor |saacs and publicly recommit itself to the principles of
free speech and academic freedom. Y ou have already, possibly
irreversibly, injured your university, perhaps fatally damaging any
atmosphere of candor and open discourse that may have existed.
Only the most extreme and most enlightened remedies, taken
immediately, will be able to reassure your faculty and students that
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criticizing the administration is not treated as if it were treason.

No one wishes this matter to become the subject of national
attention, but it undoubtedly will become a public scandal unless
Shaw University takes immediate and comprehensive corrective
action. If we do not hear back from you within one week of the
date of thisletter, FIRE will useitsfull mediaand legal resources
to support Gale Isaacs and, ultimately, to see this matter through to
ajust conclusion. As aresult of this action, your students and
faculty now live in insecure possession of what should be their
common human, civil, and academic rights as members of a great
university. Please spare Shaw University the embarrassment of
fighting against the most basic tenets of free speech and of a decent
society, by which it is morally and legally bound.

| look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Greg L ukianoff
Director of Legal and Public Advocacy
Foundation for Individual Rightsin Education

cC:
Ernest L. Pickens, Executive Vice President

Melanchton Crosse, Vice President for Fiscal Affairs

Patricia Pierce Ramsey, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Cleon F. Thompson Jr., Interim Vice President for Institutional
Advancement

Vaughan C. Witten, Vice President for Fiscal Affairs

Mack Sowell, Assistant Vice President for Fiscal Affairs
Lillie M. Boyd, Special Assistant to the President for Strategic
Planning

Quincy Scott, Jr., Dean of Chapel

Gale J. Isaacs

Because Your Liberty isa Precious Thing
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