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December 13, Curtis Crawford, a resident of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, wrote President Sullivan an 
e-mail that, while polite, was critical of W&M's actions 
(you will find this e-mail exchange attached). President 
Sullivan responded:

Dear Mr. Crawford, Some fool has sent me an 
e-mail and signed your name to it. You should 
do what you can to discover the identity of the 
person. He or she is doing real harm to your 
reputation. I will help you if I can. Tim 
Sullivan 

According to Mr. Crawford, he wrote back to President 
Sullivan asking if he stood by this comment, to which 
Sullivan responded, "You can quote me." Two days later, 
Sullivan sent a very similar e-mail to another person who 
had expressed criticism of W&M's handling of the protest; 
this time he asserted that, "Some damned fool is sending 
e-mail messages and signing your name. I will try to help 
you if I can." It is bewildering and deeply disappointing 
that any college administrator, let alone the president of 
one of America 's oldest and most respected institutions, 
would be so dismissive of reasoned debate, discussion, and 
criticism on issues as important as affirmative action and 
student censorship. Apparently, President Sullivan believes 
that he may both silence students and show outright 
contempt for citizens who believe in constitutional rights.

President Sullivan's e-mails, along with those of Mark 
Constantine and W. Samuel Sadler, fail to provide any 
logic or reasoning behind W&M's decision to censor the 
Sons of Liberty's political message. It is telling that, when 
asked directly about what policy the college could have 
used to justify its censorship, administrators invariably 
change the subject rather than simply answer the question. 
Free communities work when citizens invite and engage in 
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censor the political beliefs of its students flies in the face
of both the Bill of Rights and of America's traditional
dedication to political liberty—a tradition of which the
college has been a proud part since 1693.

 


