


 2 

 
 
While the law, in fact, requires that conduct be severe and pervasive in order to be punishable 
harassment, Ms. Monaco’s behavior did not reach this level even if assessed element by element.  
The use of a single profanity in an e-mail accidentally sent to a professor would, without doubt, 
not be considered so “severe” as to transform it from fully protected speech to punishable 
harassment.  Furthermore, it is clear from the case law that one profanity in one e-mail is 
nowhere near sufficient to make Ms. Monaco’s conduct “pervasive” or “persistent.”  If Ms. 
Monaco had sent numerous e-mails to this professor 




