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To:  Members of the University Community

I write to you today with a simple message:
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We, the leadership of the University of Illinois, will-preserve, protect and defend-the
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constitutionally guaranteed nghts of every member of our University commmnty, mcludmg, of 7

course, freedom of speech and asserably. We will also preserve, protect und defend academic
freedom, which is a core value of every great academic institution.

Why am I communicating this assurance?
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Because the Umverszty Ethics Office, which reports to me, Tecently disseminated { uuuugu its—
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The newsletteris ot a Umverstty poilcy statement. The purpose of e briefi
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familiarize us as state employses with the prohibited political activities section of the Ethics

Act.
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Much Of the bI‘ieﬁIlg iS Simply inﬁ)mlative abﬁu{ ‘di‘e $ti'w§$ .i.ﬁ‘r’v’. 0T vndffii.uv, iv J’.D .u.vl«

activities, such as soliciting contributions for a party or candidate, while on University j ume.

However, some of the newsletier’s content raised concerns ainﬁng‘—mlxz FOL GRr ConEnuIY

with findamental ﬁ'eedoms. One involves wearing a pi
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- orcandidate, Another involves attending-a raily on Univ FOrsily-propeity. - - -

The briefing cited certam nolmcal activities as rz:&.t-.»;‘s that co

Are such practices really prohibited by the Ethics Act? To date, the couris have given little if
any guidance on the proper interpretation of the Ethics Act.
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