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The University of Pennsylvania of today is a product of each of its 284 years of history. Our storied traditions
help us rise to contemporary challenges and opportunities.

Today, Penn is introducing two new institutional positions: a statement of University Values
(https://www.upenn.edu/about/university-values) and a statement Upholding Academic Independence
(https://penntoday.upenn.edu/announcements/upholding-academic-independence). These statements sit
alongside two older collections of words, one from last year, and one from 1755.

The words from 1755 comprise our Latin motto, Leges Sine Moribus Vanae
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articulation of our values to help guide us through these challenges. Like the committee that developed In
Principle and Practice, the Task Force and Commission sought and received broad input about our values
from the Penn community. The current statement reflects this input and aspires to capture what is
distinctive about Penn. Our values were always there and are best revealed through our actions. But the
words we use to express them are guideposts along the way. I urge you to read and reflect upon those words.

Today, Penn also introduces Upholding Academic Independence
(https://penntoday.upenn.edu/announcements/upholding-academic-independence). Over the years, and
with increasing frequency, leaders across the University—indeed across most universities—have made public
statements in response to external events. By and large, these messages sought to provide acknowledgement
and solidarity following often horrific circumstances. Although well-meaning, these institutional messages
fundamentally compete with the free and unencumbered creation and expression of ideas by individuals.
Going forward, the University of Pennsylvania and its leaders d쀅ငꀀ〄逅〄撀ԀҀԐհ
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