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POLICY STATEMENT 
The University of North Dakota (UND/University) acknowledges the rights of students and others to 
assemble in groups on University property for peaceful rallies, demonstrations, and gatherings. UND may 
establish reasonable regulations regarding the time, place, and manner in which individuals exercise 
their free speech rights to the extent necessary to assure the health and safety of the campus 
community and the orderly operations of the institution. 

At events, demonstrations, and fixed exhibits, the University expects the rights and privileges of all 
individuals to be respected and that there will be no endangerments to health or safety. Events, 
demonstrations, and fixed exhibits must in no way disrupt the normal conduct and operation of 
University affairs or endanger University property. This policy both facilitates the exercise of these rights 
of free expression and assembly, and protects the University community. 

The University reserves the right to designate the time, place, and manner of events, demonstrations, and 
fixed exhibits, use of amplified sound and displays of signage or other materials, in order to protect the 
health and safety of individuals and property and avoid unwarranted disruptions of University operations. 
Any action by the University that restricts expression or assembly under this policy shall be content-
neutral and viewpoint-neutral (i.e., shall not be based upon the content or subject matter presented). 
However, the University may consider the effect of such activities on the health, safety, and orderly 
operations of the campus when taking such action. Nothing in this policy is intended to authorize or 
permit any activity which is otherwise unlawful. 

UND collects lease or rental fees sufficient to cover expenses incurred during events and short-term 
rentals. Additionally, liability insurance or waivers may be required when hosting an event on University 
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Liability Insurance Office of Risk 
Management and 
Insurance 

(701) 
777-3341 

Office of Safety 

Liability Waivers Office of Risk 
Management and 
Insurance 

(701) 
777-3341 

Office of Safety Forms 
Website 

Parking Parking and 
Transportation Services 

(701) 
777-3551 

Parking Services Website 

Temporary Food Service Grand Forks Public 
Health Department 

(701) 
787-8100 

Grand Forks Public Health 
Website 

University Property Facility Management (701) 
777-2523 

Facilitiets Management 
Website 

DEFINITIONS 
Commercial Activity/Speech Any sales or solicitation in an effort to obtain customers or 

members, or signs promoting a business or sale of goods (e.g., 
leafleting, handing out coupons, other forms of advertisement, 
company approaching students/faculty/staff to secure sales). 

Demonstration An event that has the potential to require campus resources, but 
for which two-week advanced notice may not be provided. 

Documentation of Liability 
Insurance 

Certificate of Insurance, Certificate of Financial Liability or other 
document of financial insurance. 

Event An activity or occurrence that requires or has the potential to 
require campus resources and/or planning. This includes, but is 
not limited to, large events, multiple-day events, symposiums, 
workshops, trainings, conferences, concerts, orientations, 
internships/co-ops, and events that have any known or past 
problems or potential risks (i.e., security needs, health and safety 
issues, parking requirements). Events are approved through the 
submission of an event approval request form. 

Event Approval Request 
Form 

The form completed for each requested event. Completed forms 
are submitted to Office of Safety for processing and forwarded to 
the Event Review Committee for approval. The decision to have a 
responsible party to complete a facility use agreement rests with 
the manager of the host facility. 

Event Review Committee The team of UND employees assigned the ongoing task of 
reviewing and approving/denying all event approval request forms. 
Membership consists of representatives from across campus, as 
well as the host facility. 

Facility Use Agreement Agreement signed by an individual or group acknowledging the use 
of University of North Dakota buildings/property under described 
terms and conditions. 

Fixed Exhibit P

https://campus.und.edu/safety/public-safety/index.html
https://campus.und.edu/safety/resources/forms.html#d28e90-9
https://campus.und.edu/safety/resources/forms.html#d28e90-9
https://campus.und.edu/transportation/parking/index.html
http://www.grandforksgov.com/publichealth
http://www.grandforksgov.com/publichealth
https://campus.und.edu/facilities-management/
https://campus.und.edu/facilities-management/
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University Group Recognized student organizations, University departments, 
schools, divisions or offices, students and staff members. 

University Property Any University building or property owned, leased, or controlled by 
the institution (e.g., classroom, auditorium, residence hall, other 
building, outdoor area). For information related to what constitutes 
University property, contact the Office of Risk Management & 
Insurance. 

UPD University Police Department 

Waiver Agreement signed by an individual or group releasing the University 
of North Dakota and State from liability. 

PRINCIPLES 
Overview 

The First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States grants that "Congress shall make no 
law…abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble." 
As an arm of the state, the University affords and protects the rights to free expression and peaceful 
assembly. 

UND permits the approved use of University buildings and/or property by the University community, 
related parties, and other individuals or groups in their presentation of events which further the mission 
of the University, provide opportunities for social growth and cultural understanding, and serve the 
recreational needs of the campus community in compliance with this policy. As such, UND welcomes 
tournaments, meetings, and other events to its campus held by University, related parties and non-
University groups. University events are given precedence over the use of buildings/property by non-
University or outside groups. 

The University of North Dakota encourages the free exchange of ideas. Individuals and entities granted 
the use of University property do not necessarily express the views or opinions of the University. 

To further the effectiveness of their event, protest, or demonstration the responsible party is encouraged 
to make a request and advance arrangements with the Office of Safety and University Police 
Department. Advance notification enables the University to help ensure that the event takes place in a 
constructive and peaceable manner. 

To avoid conflicts in the use of space and disruption of the orderly operation of the campus, and to 
ensure the health and safety of the campus community, UND does not allow setting up any fixed 
structures, including but not limited to, tables, booths, or displays, or use of University property without 
the prior, expr
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To further the effectiveness of their event, protest, or demonstration the responsible party is encouraged 
to make advance arrangements with the Department of Public Safety. Advance notification enables the 
University to help ensure that the event takes place in a constructive and peaceable manner. 

Non-Public Areas 

Demonstrations, amplified sound, and signage are prohibited in all non-public areas, as is any activity 
that interferes with academic or operational functions. Individuals refusing to vacate the premises of a 
non-public area upon request are subject to arrest under applicable municipal and state laws and may be 
subject to disciplinary action by the University. Commercial expression is prohibited in non-public areas, 
except as provided in UND's policy on sales and solicitations (see Related Information). 

Building Occupancy/Hours 

For events requiring the use of space in a university building please review the procedures section of this 
policy for additional details. For an event, attention must be paid to the occupancy limits and general 
safety of the University community in the space used. University officials ma
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b. Proof of insurance for the therapy animal 

c. Proof of animal's current vaccinations 

Additional information is available in UND policy Animals on Campus (see Related Information). 

Guidelines for Expression and Assembly: Time, Place, 
and Manner 

Disruptive Activity 

Disruptive activities are any act that materially and substantially interferes with the rights of others to 
peaceably assemble or to exercise the right of free expression, disrupts the normal functioning of the 
University, damages property, or endangers health or safety. Disruptive activities are specifically 
prohibited. 

Picketing 

Picketing in open public forums is permitted in accordance with this policy. Individuals participating in 
picketing should adhere to University policies, city ordinances, and applicable state and federal laws. 
Such activities should not become disruptive nor should they impede access. Picketing is not permitted 
inside buildings or in other non-public areas. 

Commercial Literature 

Literature for the purpose of commercial activity or speech may be distributed in designated public 
forums only: 

1. At University events where the commercial activity or speech has been pre-approved; 

2. Through publications such as the Dakota Student (Student Newspaper), whose distribution on 
campus is pre-approved; and 

3. On University-approved bulletin boards per building's policy/guidance for use of bulletin 
boards. 

All other commercial solicitations are prohibited, unless authorized under and pursuant to UND's policy 
for sales and solicitations. 

Symbolic Protest 

Symbolic protest includes, but is not limited to, displaying a sign, gesturing, wearing symbolic clothing, or 
otherwise protesting silently. Such expression is permissible unless it disrupts the normal functioning of 
the University or impedes access to buildings/property. In addition, such acts should not block an 
audience's view or prevent an audience from being able to pay attention to a lawful assembly and/or an 
official University event. 
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Noise-Making 

Noise-making that is sustained or repeated noise made in a manner that substantially interferes or limits 
the free speech of another speaker is prohibited. Such noise-making is not permitted. Noise levels that 
do not interfere with classes, meetings, activities in progress, or the privacy of residence hall and 
students apartments is permitted. 

Force or Violence 

Any attempt to impede, impair, or interfere with the operations of the University, including official 
University events or other lawful assemblies, by threat or use of force or violence is not permissible. 

Damage to Property 

Any damage to University or personal property in the course of, or as a result of, an expressive activity is 
prohibited. This includes damage to the campus lawns, shrubs, and trees. 

Duration 

Events, protests, and demonstrations are normally permitted until or unless University officials determine 
that University operations have been compromised and/or unreasonably interfere with the rights of 
others. 

Other Laws and Rules 

All applicable laws, rules, and regulations (including, but not limited to, the Code of Student Life, Faculty 
Handbook, Staff Handbook) must be followed whenever engaging in activities on UND property. 

Food and Food Services 

The food and food services guidelines (see Related Information) addressed by the Office of Safety apply 
to all members of the UND community, related-parties, non-university groups, including visitors while on-
campus hosting an event. 

All raw or prepared food and food related services at events held on campus must be acquired through 
licensed food and food service providers. All food served at events must be transported, prepared, and 
serv
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with participants during the event to help assure that the event is effective, to ensure participants' safety, 
and to assist organizers in seeing that the demonstration does not disrupt the normal function of the 
University. For events or demonstrations occurring on city sidewalks and streets adjacent to the 
University, appropriate arrangements should be made to acquire city permits and should adhere to city 
ordinances and applicable state and federal law. 

The Office of Safety will facilitate approval of all event approval request forms. The Office of Safety may 
refer a proposed event to the Event Review Committee. Upon the request of any person who is aggrieved 
by a decision regarding a request for or use of University property, the decision may be reviewed by the 
Event Review Committee.  If the objection is not resolved, then a decision will be made by the associate 
vice president for public safety/chief of police. 

The Event Review Committee will review the event approval request form for referred proposed events. 
The Event Review Committee will provide responses and information regarding the proposed event to 
the Office of Safety. Specific event criteria may be established based on the review of the event approval 
request form and recommendation of the Event Review Committee. University events are given 
precedence over the use of buildings/property by non-University or outside groups. 

Facility Use Agreements 
The event approval request form does not replace a facility use agreement (see Appendix/Attachment 1) 
between the University (one of its departments) and a responsible party sponsoring an event. Hence, the 
completion and submittal of the event approval request form does not mean that arrangements, 
services, or reservations will be automatically planned. Responsible parties need to make their own 
arrangements as they relate to reserving buildings/property, rooms, equipment, or the scheduling of 
services/security. 

The space use/rentals governed by this policy are short-term (12 months or less). Prior to completing 
the facility use agreement (see Appendix/Attachment 1

bsÓ
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modification (see Appendix/Attachment 1). 

If the provided facility use agr

https://campus.und.edu/transportation/parking/
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• Deposit revenue into fund(s) that are utilized to 
support the facility; include account code "472015" 
and the verbiage "lease-rental of rooms-bldg" 

President, Vice Presidents, and 
Deans 

• Delegate authority to waive rental fees as 
necessary 

• Maintain copy of document delegating authority to 
waive rental fees 

• Delegate authority to enter into short-term rental 
agreements as necessary 

• Maintain copy of document delegating authority to 
enter into short-term rental agreements 

• Approve UND-sponsored events held at off-campus 
locations ensuring they follow the respective 
Safety Level Guidelines (see Related Information) 

• Approve alcohol exception form(s) 

Responsible Party Submitting an 
Event Approval Request Form 

• Complete an event approval request form and 
submit it to Office of Safety at least 2 weeks prior 
to event 

• Provide documentation of liability insurance with 
event approval request form (as necessary) 

• Sign facility use agreement and return to host 
facility for review and approval (as necessary) 

• Sign liability waiver form and/or have participants 
sign waiver forms and submit to host facility (as 
necessary) 

• Make all necessary arrangements (parking, 
catering, security, permits, etc.) 

• Submit events to University Marketing and 
Communications for posting to the UND calendar 

Office of Safety • Work with responsible parties to ensure event 
approval request form is completed appropriately 

• Review event information after receiving event 
approval request form 

• Notify applicant, facility and Event Review 
Committee of event approval 

UND Office of Risk Management 
and Insurance 

• Review and approve any revisions made by 
departments to the liability waiver document 

• Determine whether waivers will be accepted in lieu 
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Attachments 

of insurance 

• Assess the potential risk involved with and under 
what conditions it is appropriate to hold events on 
campus 

• Provide information regarding TULIP insurance 
(when necessary) 

RELATED INFORMATION 
• Grand Forks Public Health Department – Guidelines for Food Safety at Temporary Events 

• NDAC Chapter 33-33-04.1 – Food Code 

• NDCC Chapter 32-12.2 – Claims Against the State 

• SBHE Policy 503.1 – Student Free Speech and Expression 

• SBHE Policy 909 – Real Property Leases 

• SBHE Policy 918 – Alcoholic Beverages 

• UND Code of Student Life 

• UND Faculty Handbook 

• UND Event Guidelines 

• UND Guidelines for Sanitation: Food and Food Services 

• UND Policy – Access to and Security of Campus Facilities 

• UND Policy – Alcohol and Drugs 

• UND Policy - Animals on Campus 

• UND Staff Handbook 

• USDA – Cooking for Groups: A Volunteer's Guide to Food Safety 

FORMS 
• Alcohol Exception Form 

• Event Approval Request Form 

• Liability Waiver Templates 

APPENDICES 
• Appendix/Attachment 1 – Sample Facility Use Agreement 

• Appendix/Attachment 2 – Sample Liability Waive 
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