
MIT Statement on Freedom of Expression and Academic Freedom 
 
The following statement, drafted by the MIT Ad Hoc Working Group on Free Expression and 
amended by the MIT Faculty through extensive discussion and debate, was adopted by the 
Faculty on December 21, 2022. 
 
The influential 1949 Lewis Report observed that MIT’s mission was “to encourage initiative, 
to promote the spirit of free and objective inquiry, to recognize and provide opportunities for 
unusual interests and aptitudes,” and to develop “individuals who will contribute creatively 
to our society.” With a tradition of celebrating provocative thinking, controversial views, and 
nonconformity, MIT unequivocally endorses the principles of freedom of expression and 
academic freedom. 
 



MIT Statement on Freedom of Expression and Academic Freedom  2 

A commitment to free expression includes hearing and hosting speakers, including those 
whose views or opinions may not be shared by many members of the MIT community and 
may be harmful to some. This commitment includes the freedom to criticize and peacefully 
protest speakers to whom one may object, but it does not extend to suppressing or restricting 
such speakers from expressing their views. Debate and deliberation of controversial ideas are 


