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content, including maintaining the normal operations of the University” and that “[f]ree 
expression also does not protect speech that violates the law;” and 

 
WHEREAS, the Statement sets forth the University’s position on free expression and 



 
  

10 
 

Statement of the Committee on Free Expression and Free Inquiry 
 

The University of Virginia unequivocally affirms its commitment to free expression and free 
inquiry. All views, beliefs, and perspectives deserve to be articulated and heard free from 
interference. This commitment underpins every part of the university’s mission. Free and open 
inquiry is the basis for the scientific method and all other modes of investigation that produce, 
expand, and refine knowledge. It is at the heart of the principles of academic freedom that protect 
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the Constitution, including the First Amendment. As Justice Thurgood Marshall wrote for the 
Supreme Court, “To permit the continued building of our politics and culture, and to assure self-
fulfillment for each individual, our people are guaranteed the right to express any thought, free 
from government censorship.”3 Actions by the University implicate not only academic values but 
also this legal principle and the ideals behind it. 
 
Under American law, principles of free expression have important limits. The University may 
regulate the time, place, and manner of expression for reasons unrelated to its content, including 
maintaining the normal operations of the University. Free expression also does not protect speech 
that violates the law, including legally defined categories of incitement, defamation, threats, privacy 


