
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxxyWRrXIo8
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A single comment can be a true threat if “the speaker means to communicate a serious expression of an 
intent to commit an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual or group of individuals”. The Supreme 
Court also holds that speech becomes unprotected intimidation when it is “a type of true threat, where 
a speaker directs a threat to a person or group of persons with the intent of placing the victim in fear of 
bodily harm or death”. By contrast, there is no “hate speech” exception to the First Amendment. 

What should I do if I see behavior or hear speech I find reprehensible? 
If you see or hear anything you believe has crossed the line into illegal action, alert your school and seek 
support. If it does not rise to that level, your voice is your best tool for creating a better community. Join 
groups that align with your beliefs, organize protests, look for an academic department to sponsor a 
roundtable discussion, or write op-eds for your student newspaper. Looking to the university to regulate an 
opinion does not stop it from existing. Instead, your university should provide you with the resources 
to lift up your voice and advocate for the campus climate you wish to live in. 


