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Plagiarism is the use without proper attribution of someone else’s words, ideas, or
other work as if it were one’s own. Failure to properly indicate and acknowledge the
work of others can lead a reader, listener, or viewer to think that information,
research, ideas, words, images, data, artistic and creative elements, or other work are
the student’s own efforts, when they are not. Plagiarism significantly departs from
accepted standards in the academic community and misleads others into thinking
the work is the student’s own.

Misuse of sources, like plagiarism, reflects failure to properly credit the work of
others but involves errors, mistakes, incomplete or inadequate attempts and other
errors in citation, quotation, and attribution that would not seriously mislead others
into thinking the work is the student’s own.

Plagiarism and misuse of sources carry different consequences as described in Bates
College Academic Integrity Procedures.

The responsibility to give credit for material that would not qualify as common
knowledge applies to almost all types of assignments and situations, not just papers,
and not only to finished work but also submitted drafts. Work in which students must
acknowledge sources and the contributions of others includes but is not limited to
draft and final versions of the following:

talks and other oral presentations

visual aids, presentation slides, or other media tools

websites, web pages, webcasts, and other multimedia work

artistic, musical, and other creative work

lab reports

problem sets

thesis chapters, papers, proposals, literature reviews, abstracts, annotated

bibliographies, and other writing

exams, including in-class and take-home exams.

Cheating involves violating recognized norms for academic inquiry or specific
norms established by faculty for particular assignments or using other methods,
including technology, to gain unearned academic advantage. Examples of cheating
include but are not limited to the following:

2. Cheating
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Bates College

Independent of the actions and findings of the Office of Community Standards or
the Student Conduct Committee, the instructor may determine the consequences
that the academic misconduct will have at the course level, including on the
assignment grade and/or the course grade. The instructor’s options include assigning
lower or failing grades to the assignment or course, requiring work to be redone and
resubmitted, and/or requiring students to meet with Writing at Bates staff or other
support staff for additional instruction.

Questions regarding the Academic Integrity Policy and Procedures can be directed to
Jimmy Riley, Assistant Director for Community Standards by email at jriley3@bates.edu or
by phone at 207-786-6220.

Contact

2 Andrews Road

102 Lane Hall
Lewiston, Maine 04240

207-786-6219

nmolloy@bates.edu
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