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Reed College's COVID-19 Prevention & Response Plan Learn more

Living with the honor

principle

Introduction

Living with the honor principle is one of the

challenging aspects of studying at Reed. But what

is the honor principle? It has no official definition;

you won't find it in the community constitution or

tucked away in some obs
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Instead, each member of the Reed community

must work to develop an understanding of it, both

as an individual and as a community member. You

should keep this in mind as you read and think

about the honor principle.

This guidebook explores how the honor principle

can be both useful and used, despite the fact that

it is not explicitly defined. We hope to help you

think about what the honor principle is and how it

works. The honor principle is not an easy way to

run community affairs: it would be much easier to

impose endless rules and regulations, the route

chosen by many other colleges and universities.

Reed, however, remains committed to the notion

that the expectation of honorable conduct is the

best way to run its internal affairs. Each individual

must recognize and accept the extraordinary

responsibility placed on him or her by the honor

principle in order for the community to function

effectively for everyone.

Old Reed characterizations

In 1919 the comqàw cceptlegescno ger:hve r lea

t  19 atip
er.E : n vrvelcit im o

In d, ins c cip   gility oIn

 i

tsiplle.

li al al al im oIeritft ip  tf  thxpe e t eipl lifi dr i z a t i is

In 1for the routhIn

tW" h a t i iihel  p  seesgest t

o aea

li im ever:hve  hde acced ht rundfunex dat ipfe ceue   xoneea

W"
eed e  th pe ip a



honor p



by acting in a responsible manner toward honor

violations that come to their attention. Members

of the community should recognize their

obligations to notify the judicial board of actions

involving a breach of the honor principle, even

though such actions may be their own."
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