


other functions of the University. Consistent with recognizing thes
the content or viewpoint.of a program proposed by a registered student org
a factor in the ECB’s decision making process. The ECB has funded a large Varlety ents
covering a myriad topics and a wide range of viewpoints throughout the years.

The UT Objectivism Society was one of four registered student organizations to-discuss its-
application for funding at the ECB’s March 19, 2014 meeting. At the start of this meeting,

the ECB had only $798.65 available to allocate for the remainder of the academic year.
Applications must be received at least five weeks before the event date and can be
submitted at any time during the academic year prior to the five-week deadline. The
Society’s funding application was received by the ECB on Thursday March 6. Since the
next Wednesday fell during the Spring Break holiday, March 19t was the first available
opportunity for the Society to meet with the ECB based on when the Society submitted -—- -
their application.

At the ECB meeting, the Society requested $1920.64 in funding for the event. When asked
how the group would cover remaining costs associated with the event the Society

supplement the rest ofthe eosts. At the time of the ECB meetmg, the Soc1ety had only

raised a total 0f $130.38 of the $1926.64 needed for the eventthrough GoFundMe.

Given the limited amount of funding ECB had available at the time of the meeting, the

timing of the Society’s event, and the large disparity between what was available for the
- event -and-what -was- ne”ded to~-held-the -event; the-EE€D voted-unanimously-to-decline:
funding for the Society’s event. The content of the Society’s program was not a factor

considered by the ECB- eachmgrtb decision.

While the ECB would like to provide every group that applies with the funding requested, it

is not always possible to do so. In 2013-2014, 13 of the 57 groups who submitted -
applications did not receive funding including two of the other organizations that met with
the ECB on March 19, 2014.

I regret that the basis for the ECB’s decision was not communicated more effectively tothe -~

Society. Since learning about the concerns expressed in your letter ECB members and
University _staff have met and discussed the need to provide information to funding -~
applicants after an ECB decision has been made. I h an- improved -line- of
communication between the ECB and funding applicants will prevent a  similar

misunderstanding in the future. . .
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