Report of the Committee on Freedom of Expression

The Committee on Freedom of Expression at the University of Chicago was appointed in July 2014
by President Robert J. Zimmer and Provost Eric D. Isaacs “in light of recent events nationwide that
have tested institutional commitments to free and open discourse.” The Committee’s charge was to draft
a statement “articulating the University’s overarching commitment to free, robust, and uninhibited
debate and deliberation among all members of the University’s community.”

The Committee has carefully reviewed the University’s history, examined events at other institutions,
and consulted a broad range of individuals both inside and outside the University. This statement
reflects the long-standing and distinctive values of the University of Chicago and affirms the importance
of maintaining and, indeed, celebrating those values for the future.

From its very founding, the University of Chicago has dedicated itself to the
preservation



The words of Harper, Hutchins, Levi, and Gray capture both the spirit and the promise
ofthe University of Chicago. Because the University is committed to freeand openinquiry
inall matters, it guarantees all members of the University community the broadest possible
latitude to speak, write, listen, challenge, and learn. Except insofar as limitations on that
freedom are necessary to the functioning of the University, the University of Chicago
fully respects and supports the freedom of all members of the University community
“to discuss any problem that presents itself.”

Of course, the ideas of different members of the University community will often and
quite naturally conflict. But it is not the proper role of the University to attempt to
shield individuals from ideas and opinions they find unwelcome, disagreeable, or even
deeply offensive. Although the University greatly values civility, and although all



speakers who are invited to express their views on campus, they may not obstruct or
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