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Ratemyprofessors.com is a place where students can 
say what they think about boring, incompetent or 
obnoxious college professors, without fear of 
retaliation. Here's a sample: 

"Not only is the book a better teacher, it also has a 
better personality." 

"BORING! But I learned there are 137 tiles on the 
ceiling." 

"Bring a pillow." 

"Your pillow will need a pillow." 

"She hates you already." 

Funny. But what if it's no joke? What if a student columnist writes 
something that ticks off the faculty - and he gets fired? 

That's what happened to Aaron Sanders at Miami University. He 
wrote a column accusing the French department chairman and a 
faculty member of pushing obscenity in classes. He said some 
students in a French class were offended by the movie Ridicule, 
which showed a close-up of one man urinating on another. He asked 
why professors are not held accountable. 

Instead, he was the one fired when the French department chairman 
complained to the Miami Student faculty adviser, and the adviser 
urged the student editor to dump Sanders. 

Something similar happened at the Harvard Business School 
recently, when faculty members cited a student editor for violating 
their "community standards" speech code with an editorial cartoon. 

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education defended the 
student, and the dean of the Harvard Business School publicly 
apologized. 

Now FIRE, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group based in Philadelphia, is 
"absolutely" eager to defend Sanders, according to CEO Thor 
Halvorssen. "This is an astonishing case," he said. "It shows utter 
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AP TOP HEADLINE NEWS

• U.S. Marines Battle Holdouts in 
Baghdad

• Bush Speaks to Iraqi People in TV 
Address

• Crowd Kills Two Islamic Clerics in 
Iraq

• Powell, Turkey Reach Accord on 
Kurds

• Arabs World Stunned by Baghdad's 
Fall

• Hong Kong Sets New SARS 
Quarantines

• British, French to End Concorde 
Service

• Greenspan Praises Resilience of 
Economy

• Dow Falls 13, Nasdaq Inches Up 1

• Rain Postpones First Round of 
Masters

NATIONAL NEWS

• Bush Speaks to Iraqi People in TV 
Address

• U.S. to Focus Military Action on N. 
Iraq

• Powell, Turkey Reach Accord on 
Kurds

• Many Iraqi-Americans Jubilant, 
Relieved

• FBI Chief Decries Espionage 
Discovery
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